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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the communication filed on 02/12/2008. Claims 1-27 
are pending. Applicant's arguments have been considered, but are moot in view of new 
ground(s) of rejection. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 04/10/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Mitchell et al 
(US Patent No. 6,230,181 Bl). 

As per claim 1, Mitchell teaches a method for maintaining a link between a first network 
entity and a second network entity, wherein the first network entity includes a network adapter, 
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comprising: at a first network entity, in response to the driver shutting down and reloading with 
new settings, determining whether the driver was reloaded before a link-shutdown timer expired 
(col. 5, lines 67-col. 6, lines 1-8 and Figure 5 where the link-shutdown timer is the watchdog 
timer. The shutdown management driver ), wherein the link-shutdown timer is associated 
with the link and is started in response to the driver starting a shutdown sequence (Figure 5, 
item s2); continuing processing without dropping the link to prevent the link from being detected 
as unavailable by and external network entity (it is noted that the preventing limitation is 
merely what the method intends do and thus holds no patentable weight, Examiner 
however submits that Mitchell teaches where hardware reset is inhibited so that processing 
continues, col. 6, lines 51-53), in response to the driver being reloaded before the link-shutdown 
timer expired (timer timeout); and dropping the link, in response to the driver not being 
reloaded before the link-shutdown timer expired (col. 6, lines 9-21). 

As per claim 2, Mitchell teaches a method further performing: determining, whether a 
register has a value indicating that the driver has been loaded (col. 5, lines 34-40). 

As per claim 3, Mitchell teaches a method further performing: determining, whether the 
link-shutdown timer has expired; and periodically determining, whether the driver was loaded in 
response to determining that the link-shutdown timer has not expired (col. 5, lines 67-col. 6, 
lines 1-8 and Figure 5). 

As per claim 4, Mitchell teaches a method further performing determining, whether the 
link-shutdown timer has expired; and periodically determining, whether the driver was loaded in 
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response to the driver not being loaded and the link-shutdown timer not having expired (col. 5, 
lines 67-col. 6, lines 1-8 and Figure 5). 

As per claim 5, Mitchell teaches a method implemented in a driver executing in a first 
network entity for maintaining a link between the first network entity and a second network 
entity, wherein the driver at the first network entity performs: starting a shutdown sequence; in 
response to determining that the link does not need to shut down, starting a link-shutdown timer 
for dropping the link; in response to the driver starting a load sequence and determining that the 
link-shutdown timer is enabled and has not expired, determining whether the link is available 
(col. 5, lines 46-51), wherein the link is determined to be available when the driver is reloaded 
with new settings before the link-shutdown timer has expired; and continuing processing without 
renegotiating the link in response to the link being available (col. 6, lines 53-65). 

As per claim 6, Mitchell teaches a method wherein the driver further performs 
renegotiating the link in response to the link not being available, wherein the link is not available 
when the driver is not reloaded before the link-shutdown timer has expired (col. 6, lines 15-21, 
the link is shutdown as a result of conditions of the watchdog timer timed out). 

As per claim 7, Mitchell teaches a method wherein the driver further performs: 
determining, whether flow control is enabled; and sending an indicator to the second network 
entity to indicate that the second network entity is to stop sending data packets to the first 
network entity in response to flow control being enabled (col. 5, lines 44-50 and col. 6, lines 50- 
57, indicator corresponds to the interrupt signal). 
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As per claim 8, Mitchell teaches a method wherein after the driver is reloaded, the driver 
further performs: determining whether flow control is enabled; and sending an indicator to the 
second network entity to indicate that the second network entity is to start sending data packets 
to the first network entity in response to flow control being enabled (col. 5, lines 34-40 and col. 
6, lines 53-65). 

As per claim 9, Mitchell teaches a method further performing: when the driver is 
reloaded, disabling the link-shutdown timer in response to the link-shutdown timer being enabled 
and not being expired (col. 6, lines 62-65). 

As per claims 10-13, claims 10-13 lists all the same elements as claims 1-4, but in 
system form rather than method form. Therefore, the rejection for claims 1-4 applies equally as 
well to claims 10-13. 

As per claims 14-18, claims 14-18 lists all the same elements as claims 5-9, but in 
system form rather than method form. Therefore, the rejection for claims 5-9 applies equally as 
well to claims 14-17. 

As per claims 19-22, claims 19-22 lists all the same elements as claims 1-4, but in article 
of manufacture form rather than method form. Therefore, the rejection for claims 1-4 applies 
equally as well to claims 10-13. 

As per claims 23-27, claims 23-27 lists all the same elements as claims 5-9, but in article 
of manufacture form rather than method form. Therefore, the rejection for claims 5-9 applies 
equally as well to claims 23-27. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Joiya Cloud whose telephone number is 571-270-1 146. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday to Friday from on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
William Vaughn can be reached on 571-272-3922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3922. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 



JMC 

/Jeffrey Pwu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2146 
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